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I F OLIVER Stone’s “JFK” con- 
fused you with its plethora of 
theories about who killed John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy in 1963, as 
they 
were fil- 
t e r e d 
through 
a fiction- 
alized 
version 
of New 
Orleans 
district 
attorney 
Jim Gar- 
rison in 
the form .. _ 
of Kevin J,mGom * on 
Costner, be advised to see “The i 
JFK Assassination: The Garrison J 
Tapes.” . j 

This new 93-minute documen- 
tary, completed earlier this year in | 

the wake of the controversy and 
media fervor over "JFK,” express- 
es a point of view that is purely 
that of Garrison, the only man in 
America ever to attempt to convict 
participants in an alleged conspir- 
acy to murder the 35th president j 
of the United States. 

In footage from a 2%-hour in- j 
terview conducted in 1980 by the 
film’s writer and director, John 
Barbour, Garrison explicitly states 
that he believes it was a renegade 
faction of the Central Intelligence 
Agency that killed Kennedy, and 
that Lee Harvey Oswald, the man 
who “officially” killed Kennedy, 
did not shoot Kennedy. Oswald, 
Garrison believed right up to his 


death on October 21 from neart 
failure, was a CIA agent who had 
been assigned to Infil trate the 
gang that did carry out the mur- 
der, not knowing that he was real- 
ly being set up as a patsy. 

“The darrison Tapes” is a fasci- 
nating addendum to Stone’s 
"JFK," and clarifies many issues 
abouL£arrison that the feature 
fogged up. Stone himself has said 
it is “the perfect companion piece” 
to his own movie. 

“The Garrison Tapes” will play 
Friday through next Sunday at the 
Roxie Cinema, with Barbour on 
hand after each screening to an- 
swer audience questions. “There is 
no way to see “The Garrison Tapes’ 

"The JFK Assassinations The Garrison 
Tapes" plays Friday through next 
Sunday at the Roxie Cinema, 31 17 
16th Street; it premieres December 1 
onHBO. 


and not have a lot of questions,” 
Barbour said from his home in Las 
Vegas. “The murder at JFK re- 
mains one of the most fascinating 
mysteries of our time.” 

Barbour does not usually make 
documentary films. He is a one- 
time movie critic for Los Angeles 
Magazine who is best known as the 
creator of the granddaddy of to- 
day’s glut of TV reality shows, 
“Beal People,” which he also host- 
ed, wrote, edited and produced 
from 197982. Prior to that he won 
six Emmys for his work as TV host 
and critic, and claims to be the 
first TV reporter to review movies 
on the air. 

I N 1970 he was host for nine 
months of “A.M. Los Angeles,” 
and he says it was this assign- 
ment that led to his first contact 
with Garrison and the first of sev- 
eral aborted attempts to let Garri- 
son have his say through TV. 

Barbour does not consider him- 
self an assassination buff, and says 
he always had believed the official 
government story that Oswald had 
acted alone. “Then in 1967 I saw 
snippets of Garrison on TV when 
he arrested Clay Shaw and indict- 
ed him for conspiring to assassi- 
nate Kennedy. I became fascinat- 
ed. Here was a man taking on the 
federal government and contra- 
dicting the history books. I saw 
him as a Capra-esque character, 


but I didn't see tnar sense or rair 
play at work. Instead, I saw the 
government trying to discredit 
and undermine Garrison every 
step of the way.” 

Except for a brief time when 
he had Garrison on his “AJM. Los 
Angeles” show in 1970, Barbour 
didn’t really get involved with the 
attorney until 1979 “when the Los 
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that the House Select Committee 
on Assassinations had concluded 
flat four shots had b een fired fa 


dy “was probably assassinated as a 
result of a conspiracy.’ I called Gar- 
rison again. Wasn’t he pleased? 
Didn’t he feel vindicated? 


“Jim replied, ‘John, I feel like a 
blind man in a small room who’s 
gotten a trophy, and Tm the only 
See Page 28 


